
ARTICLE XV 
ANIMAL CONTROL  

 
15.1  Purpose  
 
The purpose of these by-laws is the control of animals to prevent injury to property, 
persons and animals. 
 
15.2 Administration 
 
The Board of Selectmen shall appoint an Animal Control Officer who, in addition to any 
other authorized enforcement officers, shall be responsible for the enforcement of these 
by-laws. 
 
15.3  Definitions 
 
Beach – The zone above the water line at a shore of a body of water, marked by an 
accumulation of sand, stone, or gravel that has been deposited by the tide or waves. 
 
Domesticated Animal – Any of various animals that have been tamed and made fit for a 
human environment. 
 
Keeper – Any person, other than the owner, possessing, harboring, keeping, or having 
control or custody of a dog either permanently or on a temporary basis.  If a person under 
the age of 18 owns or keeps a dog, that person’s custodial parent(s) or legal guardian(s) 
shall be responsible for complying with the requirements of these by-laws.   
 
Licensing Period – The licensing period means the time between January 1st and the 
following December 31st of each year, both dates inclusive. 
 
Vicious Dog - Any dog that attacks, bites or injures any human or domesticated animal 
without provocation or which, because of its temperament, conditioning or training, has a 
propensity to attack, bite or injure humans or domesticated animals. 
 
15.4  Licensing and Regulation of Vicious Dogs 
 
A. Determination of Viciousness 
1. The Animal Control Officer shall investigate all complaints made to the Animal 
Control Officer, the Town of Wellfleet Police Department, the Board of Selectmen, or the 
Town Administrator that any dog owned or kept within the Town of Wellfleet has 
attacked, bitten, or injured any person or domesticated animal, or which by its 
temperament, conditioning or training has a propensity to attack, bite or injure persons or 
domesticated animals. 
 
2. The Animal Control Officer is authorized to make whatever inquiry is deemed 
necessary to determine the accuracy of said complaint, and if the Animal Control Officer 



determines that the complaint is accurate, the Officer may find that the dog is vicious and 
may make such orders as he or she deems necessary to ensure compliance with the 
provisions of these by-laws and to promote public safety. 
 
3.  Upon determination by the Animal Control Officer that a dog is vicious, the Animal 
Control Officer shall issue a written order to the owner or keeper of said dog concerning 
the restraint or disposal of such dog as they may deem necessary. At a minimum, said 
order shall state that the dog has been determined to be vicious and shall require the 
owner or keeper of such dog to comply with the requirements of Section 15.4 Subsection 
B of these by-laws. 
 
4. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the Animal Control Officer may order 
that said dog be permanently removed from the Town of Wellfleet, that said dog be 
humanely euthanized in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 140, Section 151A, or that said dog be confined in accordance with such 
limitations as the Animal Control Officer deems appropriate. If an order to euthanize is 
issued, a certificate must be provided to the Animal Control Officer confirming the action 
was carried out.  If the Animal Control Officer determines that the dog is to be 
permanently removed, the owner or keeper shall provide the Animal Control Officer with 
the name, address, and telephone number of the new owner or keeper of the vicious dog. 
 
5. The owner or keeper of any dog determined to be vicious by the Animal Control 
Officer may request a hearing before the Board of Selectmen. Said request shall be in 
writing and received by the Board of Selectmen within five (5) business days of the 
owner’s or keeper’s receipt of the Animal Control Officer’s order.  A copy of the hearing 
request shall also be delivered to the Animal Control Officer. The hearing request shall 
include an explanation of the measures that the owner or keeper intends to take to protect 
public safety pending disposition of the matter by the Board of Selectmen. If the Board of 
Selectmen determines that the measures described are inadequate, it may order that said 
dog be impounded, at the owner’s or keeper’s expense, until such time as the Board of 
Selectmen rules otherwise. 
 
6. After hearing, at which those testifying shall be sworn under oath, the Board of 
Selectmen may affirm the order, reverse or nullify the order, or issue any such order as it 
deems necessary to ensure compliance with the provisions of these by-laws and the 
protection of public safety. The determination of the Board of Selectmen after a hearing 
shall be final. 
 
7.  Nothing in this by-law is intended to limit or restrict the authority of the Board of 
Selectmen to act in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 140, Sect.157.  
 
 
 
B. Control of Vicious Dogs 
 
1. The Animal Control Officer shall notify the Town Clerk of all dogs determined to be 



vicious pursuant to the terms of these by-laws. 
 
2. The owner or keeper of any dog determined to be vicious in accordance with 
Subsection A of Section 15.4 of these by-laws, which has not been ordered euthanized or 
permanently removed from Town, shall re-license said dog as “vicious” within thirty 
days of such determination. A unique licensing number shall be assigned to a vicious dog 
by the Town Clerk. That number shall be noted on the town licensing files. 
 
3. No vicious dog shall be licensed by the Town of Wellfleet for any licensing period 
unless the owner or keeper of such vicious dog displays a sign not to exceed one square 
foot on his or her premises warning that there is a vicious dog on the premises. The sign 
shall be visible and capable of being read from the public or private roadway. 
4.  All vicious dogs shall be confined in an enclosure approved in writing by the Animal 
Control Officer. It shall be unlawful for any owner or keeper to maintain a vicious dog 
upon any premises which does not have a locked enclosure or for any owner or keeper to 
allow any vicious dog to be outside of the dwelling of the owner or outside of the 
enclosure, unless it is necessary for the owner or keeper to obtain veterinary care for the 
vicious dog, or to sell or give away the vicious dog  or to comply with the orders or 
directions of the Animal Control Officer and/or Board of Selectmen with respect to the 
vicious dog, or to comply with the provisions of these by-laws. In such event, the vicious 
dog shall be securely muzzled and restrained with a chain having a minimum tensile 
strength of three hundred (300) pounds and not exceeding three (3) feet in length, and 
shall be under the direct control and supervision of the owner or keeper of the vicious 
dog. Vicious dogs shall not be permitted to run loose on any public or private way or any 
area within the Town of Wellfleet that is open to the general public, including but not 
limited to parks and beaches.   
 
C. Enforcement and Penalties 
 
1. License Revocation - If the Animal Control Officer determines that a vicious dog is 
being kept in the Town in violation of these by-laws or any order issued by the Animal 
Control Officer, Board of Selectmen or of any Court, the Animal Control Officer shall so 
notify the Selectmen. After giving notice to the owner or keeper of the hearing, the 
Selectmen shall hold a public hearing on whether to revoke the license of said dog or to 
take further action including banning the dog from the Town or euthanizing the dog. If 
the Selectmen revoke the license of said dog and do not order it to be euthanized, they 
shall notify the owner or keeper of the dog and the Town Clerk within ten (10) days that 
said dog will be impounded and euthanized if it is found within the Town after the 
succeeding seven days.  The Animal Control Officer or any Town of Wellfleet police 
officer shall seize and impound any vicious dog found outside of its enclosure in 
violation of these by-laws or any order issued by the Animal Control Officer, Board of 
Selectmen or any Court.  
 
 
2. Non-Criminal Disposition - This regulation may be enforced by the Animal Control 
Officer or any Town of Wellfleet police officer. Whoever violates any provision of these 



by-laws may be penalized by a non criminal disposition process as provided in 
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 21D and the Town’s non-criminal 
disposition by-law. If a non-criminal disposition is elected, then any person who violates 
any provision of these by-laws shall be subject to a penalty in the amount of fifty dollars 
($50.00) per day for each day of violation. Each day or portion thereof shall constitute a 
separate offense. If more than one, each condition violated shall constitute a separate 
offense. 
 
3. Whoever violates any provision of this by-law or order of the Animal Control Officer 
and/or Board of Selectmen may be penalized by indictment or on complaint brought in 
the district court. Except as may be otherwise provided by law and as the district court 
may see fit to impose, the maximum penalty for each violation or offense shall be fifty 
dollars ($50.00), assessed in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts General 
Laws, Chapter 140, Sections 173-174. Each day or portion thereof shall constitute a 
separate offense. If more than one, each condition violated shall constitute a separate 
offense. 
 


