Board of Selectmen

Library Meeting Room

October 5, 1998

Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. by Chairman Howard Grossman.  Selectmen present included Jeffrey White, Lawrence Gallagher and David Ernst.  Selectman Peter Hall was absent.  Town Administrator William Dugan was also present.

Selectman Gallagher made a statement regarding special town meetings noting that budgets should be adhered to except for emergencies.

The Board reviewed the draft special town meeting warrant as follows:

· Article 1 (transfers) – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the warrant.

· Article 2 (unpaid bills) – on a motion by White, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the warrant.  On a motion duly made and seconded, the Board voted unanimously to send a note with payment to the Cape Cod Collaborative requesting that they bill the Town more promptly in the future.

· Article 3 (wage adjustments) – there was consensus to address this article after executive session.

· Article 4 (disposal of Town property) – discussion focused on the 1953 Dodge power wagon which the Shellfish Department had recommended for disposal; it was suggested that another department may have use for the vehicle.  On a motion by White, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted unanimously not to place this article on the warrant.

· Article 5 (Geiger property) – Board members questioned the use of the term “eminent domain” and the need to include language regarding written commitments and passive recreation.  On a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to defer action on this article until the Town Administrator speaks with Town Counsel as to article language.

· Article 7 (standard final article) – on a motion by White, seconded by Ernst, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the warrant.

· Article 8 (skateboard park) – it was suggested that the words “contingent upon participation of other neighboring towns” be added to the article.  On a motion by White, seconded by Ernst, the Board voted 3-1, with Gallagher voting against, to place this article on the warrant.

· Article 10 (computer network) – on a motion by Ernst, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the warrant.

· Article 11 (Town Hall improvements) – on a motion by White, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the warrant minus the $3,000 for a copper roof for the Town Hall cupola.

· Article 12 (extend Main Street sidewalks) – on a motion by White, seconded by Ernst, the Board voted unanimously to postpone this article to annual town meeting.

· Article 13 (street signs) – a motion by Ernst to include this article on the warrant failed for lack of a second.

· Article 14 (Senior Center architectural plans) – on a motion by White, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted unanimously to postpone this article.

· Article 15 (parking lot west of the Catholic Church) – on a motion by White, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted 3-0-1, with Ernst abstaining, not to place this article on the warrant and to discuss it at a future meeting.

· Article 16 (dredging funds) – on a motion by White, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the warrant.
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· Article 17 (memorial park) – on a motion by Ernst, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to include this article on the warrant.

· Article 18 (staff and elected official training) – on a motion by Ernst, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to include this article on the warrant.

The Board held the annual classification hearing.  Assessor Ray Squire was in attendance.  On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by Ernst, the Board voted unanimously to maintain one tax rate for all classes.

The Board continued discussion of the special town meeting warrant:

· Article 19 (landfill capping) – on a motion by White, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted unanimously to postpone this article to annual town meeting.

· Article 20 (Marina septic system) – a motion by Gallagher to postpone this article to annual town meeting failed for lack of a second.  On a motion by Ernst, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the warrant.

The Board interviewed Cathy Croce for appointment to the Beach Study Committee; Stanley Macie and Faith Driggs for appointment to the Council on Aging; Marian Banner for appointment to the Cultural Council; David Rego for appointment to the Historical Commission; Robert L. Paine for appointment to the Marina Advisory Committee and Wentzle Ruml IV for appointment as an alternate on the Shellfish Advisory Committee.  The appointments were taken under advisement.

The Board met with members of the Cable Advisory Committee.  Carol Smith and Dennis O’Connell attended, explained the status of the Town’s current contract with MediaOne and requested that the Board sign a 31-month bridging contract to allow the Committee to finalize a longer term (ten year) contract.  (It was noted that this should be accomplished within sixty days.)  On a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to extend the MediaOne contract as recommended by the Cable Advisory Committee.   On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to reappoint Curtis Ferri to the Cable Advisory Committee through June 30, 1998.

The Board met with Housing Authority Chairman Steve Durkee and Housing Authority consultant Ted Malone to discuss the Housing Authority’s plans for the former Donnie’s Rest cottages property and to request that the Town apply for Community Development Block Grant Housing Development Support Program funds in the amount of $186,000 to support this redevelopment project to create six homes affordable to low income first time home buyers.  On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by Ernst, the Board voted unanimously to apply for the grant.

Appointments:

a) Acting Shellfish Constable – Assistant Shellfish Constable Jim McGrath was in attendance.  On a motion duly made and seconded, the Board voted unanimously to appoint Jim McGrath as Acting Shellfish Constable until the position is permanently filled with the salary to be determined later.

b) Acting Assistant Shellfish Constable – on a motion duly made and seconded, the Board voted unanimously to appoint Bruce Norton as Acting Assistant Shellfish Constable.

c) Planning Board – a motion by Ernst to appoint Bethia Brehmer to the Planning Board failed for lack of a second.  On a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted 3-1, 
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with Ernst voting against, to appoint Steve Curley to the Planning Board through June 30, 2002.

d) Local Comprehensive Plan Coordinating Committee – on a motion by Ernst, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted unanimously to appoint Arlene Kirsch to the Local Comprehensive Plan Coordinating Committee through June 30, 1999.

Open Session:

· Gerard Lofgren addressed the Board regarding the new telephone system at Town Hall.

· Gerry Houk addressed the Board regarding a recent “Advocate” article which included Board  comments concerning committee appointments.

· Bob Costa addressed the Board regarding a Northeast Rural Assistance Program for Town water systems.

The Board continued discussion of the draft special town meeting warrant: 

· Article 21 (leak detection system for Marina underground gas tanks) – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to postpone this article until annual town meeting.

· Article 22 (beach stairs, canoe and boat rack) – the Beach Administrator was in attendance.  On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted 3-1, with Ernst voting against, not to place this article on the warrant.

· Article 23 (funding for Cable Advisory Committee) – on a motion by White, seconded by Ernst, the Board voted unanimously not to place this article on the warrant.

· Article 24 (engineering of redesign of Lt. Island Bridge) – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously not to place this article on the warrant and to refer it to the Town Administrator for inclusion in the Capital Improvement Plan.

· Article 25 (benches for Town center) – on a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously not to include this article on the warrant.

· Article 26 (land swap) – on a motion by Ernst, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to include this article on the warrant.

· Article 27 (funds for Coastal/Pond Access Committee and the Charter Review Committee) – on a motion duly made and seconded the Board voted unanimously not to include this article on the warrant and to include a Charter Review Committee questionnaire in the warrant.

· Article 28 (survey and parking plans of Town-owned land at Whitecrest Beach) – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously not to include this article on the warrant and to refer it to the Town Administrator for consideration for the Capital Improvement Plan.

· Article 29 (lease of Police antenna) – on a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to include this article on the warrant.

· Article 30 (benches in Cannon Hill park) – on a motion by Ernst, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously not to include this article on the warrant.

· Article 31 (Cape Light Compact) – on a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to include this article on the warrant.

· Article 32 (Chapter 90) – on a motion by Ernst, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to include this article on the warrant.

· Article 33 (Zoning Bylaw amendment re:  unregistered vehicles) – on a motion duly made and seconded the Board voted unanimously to send this article to the Planning Board for comment.

· Article 34 (Home Compost Bin revolving fund) – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by Ernst, the Board voted unanimously to include this article on the warrant.
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· Article 35 (General Bylaw re:  date of Annual Town Meeting) – on a motion by Grossman, seconded by Ernst, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the warrant.

· Article 36 (scenic road bylaw) – on a motion duly made and seconded, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the warrant.

· Article 37 (DPW facility construction) – on a motion by White, seconded by Ernst, the Board voted unanimously to withhold its decision pending further cost information and requested that the Building Needs Committee be asked to meet with the Board at its next meeting.

· Article 38 (regional school assessment) – on a motion duly made and seconded, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the warrant.

· Article 39 (Zoning Bylaw amendment re:  communications towers) – a motion by White, seconded by Ernst, to place this article on the warrant was withdrawn.  On a motion duly made and seconded, the Board voted unanimously to defer consideration of this article until its next meeting.

· Article 40 (new Senior Center location) – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the warrant.

· Article 41 (additional Marina laborer) – on a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to postpone this article.

The Board discussed:

a) contract for construction and demolition waste with Bourne – on a motion by White, seconded by Ernst, the Board voted unanimously to approve the contract.

b) Contract with MMA Consulting Group, Inc. for Police/Fire Department study – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to approve the contract.

c) Minutes – on a motion duly made and seconded, the Board voted unanimously to approve the minutes of September 17, 21 and 22 as corrected.

d) Letter of thanks to Representative Gomes for her efforts regarding naming the Long Pond Road Route 6 overpass bridge as the Leonard A. Pierce bridge – on a motion by White, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted unanimously to approve and send the letter.

The Town Administrator discussed with the Board:

a) goals – on a motion duly made and seconded, the Board voted unanimously to adopt the “High Priority Goals” and to designate them as “Immediate Term Goals”. 

On a motion duly made and seconded, the Board voted unanimously at 9:58 p.m. on a roll call vote (Gallagher, Grossman, White, Ernst – yea) to enter executive session to discuss personnel and contract negotiations and litigation and to reconvene in open session.

The Board reconvened in open session at 10:20 p.m. and the meeting was adjourned.







Respectfully submitted,







Linda Smulligan







Administrative Assistant

Howard Grossman, Chair
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