Board of Selectmen

Library Meeting Room

December 15, 1998

Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Howard Grossman.  Selectmen present included Jeffrey White, Lawrence Gallagher, David Ernst and Peter Hall.  Town Administrator William Dugan also attended.

Selectman Ernst announced the Cape Cod Commission’s cellular tower workshop scheduled at Cape Cod Community College on 1/13/99 at 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Chief Hight announced the annual children’s Christmas party scheduled for Saturday, 12/19/98 at 9:45 a.m. at the Wellfleet Cinemas.

Open Session:

· Ann Bronsdon addressed the Board regarding Mr. Gallagher’s letter published in the Cape Codder concerning open space and affordable housing.

· Bob Costa addressed the Board regarding the proposed letter to Senators and Representatives concerning the Telecommunications Act and the Town Administrator’s request that the Annual Town Meeting be scheduled for the end of May.

On a motion by White, seconded by Ernst, the Board voted 4-0-1, with Hall abstaining (he had not attended the meeting), to approve the minutes of 11/30/98 as printed.

On a motion by White, seconded by Ernst, the Board voted 4-0-1, with Hall abstaining (he had not attended the meeting), to approve the minutes of 12/7/98 as printed.

The Town Administrator discussed with the Board:

a) draft letter to Senators and Representatives regarding the Telecommunications Act – other approaches will be explored.

b) SEMASS solid waste fees – the Town Administrator recommended an increase in tipping fees.

c) Annual Town Meeting – discussion included the Town Administrator’s request that the Board consider scheduling the Town Meeting at the end of May.

d) Town Report for 1998 – it was suggested that the reports of the Park Commissioners and Water Commissioners be combined with the Board of Selectmen’s report.

e) 911 Committee – discussion included coordination with the Planning Board.

f) FY 2000 Budget – increases for debt, county retirement, health insurance, landfill closure, dredging and two new full-time positions were discussed.

Selectman Ernst recused himself and Selectman White read the public notice for the shellfish public hearings.  Selectman Hall moved, and Selectman Gallagher seconded, approval of all seven applications for extensions and to deny without prejudice the applications for grant licenses.  Selectman White noted that applicants for shellfish grant licenses should be heard during public hearings.  The motion was withdrawn.  On a motion by Hall, seconded by White,
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the Board voted unanimously to approve the following grant license extension applications:  James A. Rose and Sheri L. Rose for transfer of shellfish grant license #732 from James A. Rose and Sheri L. Rose to James A. Rose; Robert W. Rowell for renewal of shellfish grant licenses #852A and #852B; Michael S. Parlante for renewal of shellfish grant license #735A; Michael S. Parlante, Daniel C. Rice and Carol Ann Mindrebo for renewal of shellfish grant licenses #736 and #735; John Connors, Fred Richard and Deborah Forrest Hopkins for renewal of shellfish grant licenses #853A and #853B; John Connors and Fred Richard for a grant license extension of grant license #853 and  Jon R. Nordahl for shellfish grant license extension #95-17.  The Board met with Eben Kenny to discuss his application for a shellfish grant license.  On a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to deny this application without prejudice and to keep it on file.  The Board met with E. Richard Davis to discuss his application for a shellfish grant license.  On a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to deny this application without prejudice and to keep it on file.  The Board discussed the application of Richard Merrill for a shellfish grant license.  Mr. Merrill was not in attendance.  On a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to deny this application without prejudice and to keep it on file.  Selectman Ernst rejoined the Board.   

Selectman Hall commented on the Harvard Design Group’s December 12th presentation.  On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to send a note of thanks to the Harvard University Graduate School of Design.

The Board discussed its meeting schedule.  On a motion by Ernst, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to meet on 12/21 at 7:00 p.m. and on 12/28/98 if necessary.

The Board held a public hearing to discuss proposed changes to the Town of Wellfleet Beach parking fee structure for 1999.  Selectman White read the public notice.  Beach Administrator, Suzanne Thomas, also attended.  Discussion included fee increases to fund additional program costs, making budget decisions prior to decisions on fee increases and the need to improve beach access and comforts.  On a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted 3-2, with Hall and Ernst voting against, to deny the proposed changes to the Town of Wellfleet beach parking fee structure for 1999.

Correspondence:

a) Allan Platt’s letter of resignation from the Planning Board – on a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to send a letter of thanks.

b) Chief Hight’s 12/8 memo regarding annual rate setting for ambulance service – there was consensus that the Board of Selectmen continue to set rates.

c) Letter from Ben Zehnder regarding Cliff Webb easement – Selectman White recused himself.  It was noted that Town Counsel is working on this matter.  Selectman White rejoined the Board.
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The Board discussed:

a) FY 2000 Capital Budget – discussion was postponed until the Board’s 12/21 meeting.

b) Land Bank – discussion included the need to appoint an “Open Space Committee” and to become more familiar with the protocol of responsibilities relative to the Land Bank Act.   On a motion by White, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted unanimously to not make this appointment at this time and to discuss it at the Board’s 12/28 meeting.

c) Annual Report –  Board suggestions will be forwarded to the Administration Office.

d) Business licenses – on a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to approve the business licenses of Maurice’s Campground, Inc.; The Nicholas Harrison Gallery; Vintage Auto Center; Intermission Grill; Wellfleet Bay Wildlife Sanctuary; Cumberland Farms; Joseph Lema & Son, Inc.; South Wellfleet General Store, Inc.; Black Duck; Mainstay Motor Inn and Jules Besch Stationers, Inc.

e) Liquor Licenses – on a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to approve the liquor license renewals of Seaside Liquors; Wellfleet Village Center, Inc. and Bookstore & Restaurant.

f) CCNS Mutual Aid Agreement – discussion included the additional five items outlined in the 11/6/98 letter from Michael Murray, Deputy Superintendent of the U.S. Department of the Interior.  On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to approve this agreement with the addition of these five items.

The Board interviewed Brent Valli for appointment to the Planning Board.  The appointment was taken under advisement.

A motion by Hall, seconded by Ernst, to appoint Janet Bell to the Planning Board was withdrawn in light of Planning Board member Dale Donovan’s comments that an appointment this evening was not imperative.

The Board discussed the disciplinary action recommended by Police Chief Rosenthal regarding Temporary Special Police Officer Teresa Todino.  Chief Rosenthal was in attendance and reviewed his recommendation to the Board that Officer Todino be dismissed for insubordination.  A motion by Gallagher to appoint a physician to examine this employee and make recommendations to the Board of Selectmen as to her fitness for work failed for lack of a second.  On a motion by Hall, seconded by Ernst, the Board voted 3-2, with Gallagher and White voting against, to dismiss Teresa Todino for insubordination.

On a motion by White, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously at 9:37 p.m. on a roll call vote (Hall, Gallagher, Grossman, White, Ernst – yea) to enter executive session to discuss contract negotiations and to reconvene in open session.

The Board reconvened in open session at 9:58 p.m.
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Selectmen Gallagher and Grossman discussed recent telephone conversations with William Brooks with the Board and the Police Chief.  On a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to refer the William Brooks retirement matter to Attorney Albert Mason for recommendation.

On a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to approve the draft letters of thanks to Alice Boyd, members of the Saturday Town Meeting Study Committee, Mrs. Wilfred Rogers and the holiday message as amended.

On a motion by Hall, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to support the Town Administrator’s appointment of Marilyn Crary as Acting Town Accountant while the Town Accountant is on sick leave.

On a motion duly made and seconded, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn at 10:26 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Linda Smulligan







Administrative Assistant

Howard Grossman, Chair          Jeffrey White                          Lawrence Gallagher

David Ernst                                Peter Hall

