Board of Selectmen

Town Hall Hearing Room

December 7, 1998

Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 1:47 p.m. by Chairman Howard Grossman.  Selectmen present included Jeffrey White, Lawrence Gallagher and David Ernst.  Selectman Peter Hall was absent.  Town Administrator William Dugan also attended.

The Board interviewed Thomas Peters for appointment to the Planning Board.  Discussion included the status of land use planning, the Town Planner position and the Local Comprehensive Plan.  Chairman Grossman thanked Mr. Peters for his time.

On a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to appoint David Rego to the Planning Board to fill the unexpired term of Ben Gitlow (6/30/99).

Selectman White moved that Thomas Peters be appointed to the Planning Board.  The motion was seconded by Selectman Gallagher.  Selectman Gallagher pointed out that the Board needed to move to waive its “Procedure for Committee Appointments” so that it does not need to wait until its next meeting to make an appointment.  Selectman Gallagher moved to amend Selectman White’s motion to include that the Board is waiving its “Procedure for Committee Appointments” in order to obtain a full complement on the Planning Board before today’s executive session to discuss litigation.  Selectman White indicated that he had no objection to the amendment.  Chairman Grossman seconded the motion to amend Selectman White’s motion and the Board voted unanimously to approve the amendment.   The Board then voted unanimously to appoint Thomas Peters to the Planning Board.  Selectman White suggested that  Mr. Rego and Mr. Peters be sworn in by the Town Clerk immediately so that they could participate in the upcoming executive session with the Planning Board.

On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously at 1:59 p.m. on a roll call vote (Gallagher, Grossman, White, Ernst – yea) to enter executive session to discuss litigation and to reconvene in open session. 

Merilyn Hiller read a prepared statement protesting the Board’s intention to enter executive session.

The meeting reconvened in open session at 3:27 p.m.

Selectman Gallagher’s motion to postpone the scheduled discussion of the Police Chief’s recommendation regarding disciplinary action in the matter of a temporary Special Police Officer failed for lack of a second.

Police Chief Rosenthal outlined his recommendation of termination of a Special Officer for insubordination and failure to respond to requests for information from a superior officer. The Town Administrator recommended that the Board take action on this matter today noting the
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Board’s option of holding a second hearing.  On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to postpone its decision to its next regular meeting.

There was consensus that the Board meet with the Finance Committee on Wednesday, December 16th at 7:30 p.m.

A motion by Gallagher to adjourn failed for lack of a second.

Further discussion included questions regarding written qualifications for Planning Board candidates and the status of the Omnipoint lawsuit.

At 3:55 p.m. Selectman White seconded Selectman Gallagher’s motion to adjourn and the Board voted unanimously to do so.







Respectfully submitted,







Linda Smulligan
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