Board of Selectmen

Library Meeting Room

September 7, 1999

Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Howard Grossman.  Selectmen present included Jeffrey White, Dale Donovan, Lawrence Gallagher and Peter Hall.  Town Administrator William Dugan also attended.

On a motion by Donovan, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted 3-0-2, with Hall and White abstaining (they had not attended the meeting), to approve the minutes of August 23, 1999 as submitted.

On a motion by Hall, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to approve the minutes of August 30, 1999 as submitted.

The Town Administrator discussed with the Board:

a) Harbor dredging – the status of State funding for dredging was discussed.

b) Status of the Cape Cod Commission’s study of the harbor water system – the Town Administrator will ascertain the date that the report will be ready.

c) Appointment of Building Inspector – on a motion by Donovan, seconded by White, the Board voted 4-1, with Gallagher voting against, to endorse the appointment of Richard Asmann as Building Inspector.

d) HEFA electric supply savings power options program – the Town Administrator noted that the deadline for submission of the contract was not met and the Town will not be able to participate in the discount.

Comments/Reports:

· Selectman White noted his suggestion that Edward Dlott of BankBoston be asked to make a presentation to the Board, Finance Committee and staff on budgeting.  A motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, to invite Mr. Dlott to Wellfleet was withdrawn.  On a motion by Grossman, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to invite Mr. Dlott to speak to the Board, Finance Committee and staff members about how to go about preparing a budget.

· Selectman White noted his suggestion that the Gonzales painting hanging in Town Hall be displayed in the Library.  On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to ask the Library to take the painting.

· Town Counsel appointment – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted 3-2, with Grossman and Hall voting against, to appoint the firm of Kopelman and Paige as Town Counsel effective October 1st.  On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to ask Michael Ford to continue with litigation matters that he is involved with on behalf of the Town until these matters are wrapped up.
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Correspondence:

1) Letter from Police Chief with suggested actions and schedule for shooting range – on a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to adopt the Police Chief’s recommendation regarding the firing range as outlined in his August 31st memo.

2) Police Chief’s recommendation regarding the Animal Control Officer – to be discussed later in the meeting during review of the special town meeting warrant.

The Board discussed the special town meeting draft warrant dated 9/3/99:

· Article 1 (omnibus transfer article) – a motion by Gallagher not to place this article on the warrant was not seconded.  The Beach Administrator was asked to provide a catalog description of the courses she plans to take for which she is requesting reimbursement and an explanation of how they will benefit the Town.  On a motion by White, seconded by Donovan, the Board voted unanimously to include the transfer requested by the Council on Aging for transportation services and energy under Article 1 of the STM warrant.  On a motion by Grossman, seconded by Hall, the Board voted 4-1, with White voting against, to include all the transfers requested under Article 1 with the proviso that the Board receive a better explanation of the requests.

· Article 2 (prior year bill) – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the STM warrant.

· Articles 18, 19, 20 (Land Bank) – Alan Platt and Nancy Deppen were in attendance and explained the status of the three projects the Open Space/Land Bank Committee is offering for special town meeting when, they noted, they will have answers to funding questions.  A motion by Donovan to place articles 18, 19 and 20 on the STM warrant as presented was not seconded.  Selectman Gallagher requested the assessments for all three properties.

The meeting recessed at 8:37 p.m.  The meeting was called back to order at 8:47 p.m.

The Board continued discussion of the special town meeting warrant:

· Article 29 (upgrade of Dog Officer position) – Police Chief Rosenthal and Dog Officer Lorial Russell were in attendance.  Discussion included the increase in the number of calls, hours of work and contracting out the service.  The Police Chief was asked to provide a dollar amount to fund this position as proposed through June 30, 1999 to the Town Administrator tomorrow.

· Article 3 (wage adjustments) – on a motion by White, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the STM warrant without a sum which will be added later.

· Article 4 (disposal of Town property valued over $500) – on a motion by White, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the STM warrant.

· Article 25 (Activities Director position) – Recreation Director Becky Rosenberg was in attendance and discussed the expansion of the Town’s recreation programs.  Ms. Rosenberg was asked to forward a copy of the job description proposed for this position to the Board.  On a motion by Donovan, seconded by Hall, the Board voted 3-2, with White and Gallagher voting against, to place this article on the STM warrant.
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· Article 5 (zoning – definition of home occupation) – on a motion by White, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the STM warrant.

· Article 6 (zoning – use regulations) – on a motion by White, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the STM warrant.

· Article 7 (Whitman property) – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the STM warrant.

· Article 8 (zoning – noncriminal disposition for zoning infractions) – a motion by White not to place this article on the STM warrant was not seconded.  The Town Administrator was asked to discuss the article’s language with the Planning Board.  On a motion by Grossman, seconded by Hall, the Board voted 4-1, with White voting against, to place this article on the STM warrant in some form.

· Article 9 (Cental District water study) – on a motion by Hall, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to use the wording of its August 16, 1999 vote for the wording of this article on the STM warrant as follows:  “to fund a study to determine how to solve the water problems in the Central District.”

· Article 10 (Housing Authority survey funds) – on a motion by Hall, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted 3-2, with White and Gallagher voting against, not to place this article on the STM warrant.

· Article 11 (Housing Authority – amend action under Article 37 of 1998 ATM) – a motion by Hall not to place this article on the STM warrant was not seconded.  A motion by Gallagher to ask that Housing Authority Chairman Steve Durkee meet with the Board to answer Board questions was not seconded.  On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted 3-2, with Hall and Grossman voting against, to place this article on the STM warrant.

· Article 12 (Housing Authority – Pratt land swap) – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously not to place this article on the STM warrant.

· Article 13 (amend action under Article 22 of 1989 ATM regarding Marina Enterprise Fund) – on a motion by White, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the STM warrant and to forward it to the Marina Advisory Committee for recommendation.

· Article 14 (Finch Skateboard Park) – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously not to place this article on the STM warrant.

· Article 15 (cultch special legislation) – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the STM warrant.

· Article 16 (lease of town land for cellular towers) – on a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously not to place this article on the STM warrant.

· Article 17 (Historic Preservation Bylaw) – it was suggested that the Historical Commission draft an article after review of Article 26 of the 1998 Annual Town Meeting.  On a motion by White, seconded by Hall, the Board voted 4-0-1, with Grossman abstaining, to place this article on the warrant as corrected.

· Article 21 (rescind Geiger property borrowing authorization) – on a motion by Hall, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the STM warrant.

· Article 22 (increase Shellfish Advisory Committee’s membership to seven) – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by Donovan, the Board voted 4-1, with White voting against, to place this article on the STM warrant.
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· Article 23 (funds for Community/Senior Center design) – on a motion by White, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the STM warrant.

· Article 24 (change purpose of appropriation for termite control at Police/Fire station to design and renovations) – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the STM warrant.

· Article 26 (Chapter 90) – on a motion by White, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the warrant.

· Article 27 (eminent domain Pole Dike Road) – on a motion by White, seconded by Donovan, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the STM warrant.  It was suggested that an appraisal be performed.

· Article 28 (funding for special education programs) – on a motion by White, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the STM warrant.

· Article 29 (Dog Officer position upgrade) – on a motion by White, seconded by Hall, the Board voted 4-1, with Grossman voting against, to strike this article from the warrant.  It was suggested that this matter could be addressed as a transfer in Article 1.

· Article 30 (Health/Conservation and Building Departments secretary) – on a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to strike this article from the STM warrant.

· Article 31 (amendment to Article VII, section 7 of the General Bylaws re:  skateboarding, etc.) – there was consensus to amend the bylaw by inserting the proposed fine schedule only.  On a motion by White, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the STM warrant as amended.  On a motion by Donovan, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously not to forward any articles to the Bylaw Committee for recommendation.

· Article 32 (replace gas piping and electrical systems at Marina) – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to place this article on the STM warrant.

On a motion by White, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted unanimously to approve the request of the American Lung Association to use the White Crest Beach parking lot on September 19th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for a bike trek rest stop and the request of the Grace Chapel Assembly of God to use Baker’s Field on September 18th from 1-5 p.m. for a Church picnic.

On a motion by Hall, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn at 10:50 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Linda Smulligan







Administrative Assistant

Howard Grossman, Chair          Jeffrey White                          Dale Donovan

Lawrence Gallagher                   Peter Hall

