Board of Selectmen

Library Meeting Room

May 15, 2000

Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Dale Donovan.  Selectmen present included Peter Hall, Roger Putnam and Michael Parlante.  Selectman Howard Grossman was absent.  Town Administrator William Dugan also attended.

Liz Beardsley from Camp Dresser & McKee was in attendance and answered questions relative to the water system study during the following discussions. 

The Board discussed:

a) Special Town election – on a motion by Putnam, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to hold a special town election on June 27, 2000.

b) Cape Cod Commission representative – it was noted that David Ernst wishes to resign and that Alan Platt has applied to serve in this capacity.  On a motion by Hall, seconded by Parlante, the Board voted unanimously to appoint Alan Platt to the Cape Cod Commission upon receipt of David Ernst’s letter of resignation.

c) Board of Health’s recommendation regarding a Connection Policy – Lori Vanderschmidt, Board of Health Chair, presented the recommended policy of mandatory connection.  She indicated that the Board had reviewed the Town’s public water supplies noting elevated nitrate areas and expressed her view that the Town must go forward with a water system.  Selectmen Hall, Putnam and Parlante noted their opposition to mandatory connection.  On a motion by Hall, seconded by Parlante, the Board voted unanimously to respond to the Board of Health expressing the Board of Selectmen’s displeasure with this recommendation regarding the Connection Policy.  Clerk Putnam was asked to draft the response.

d) Recommend either a standard water system or one alternative system as a temporary solution – the Town Administrator recommended that the Board place an article on the special town meeting warrant for a comprehensive water system at a cost of $12.8 million with bonding and debt exclusion language.  He noted that the estimated price includes ductile iron pipe and could be reduced if the Board chose to use plastic pipe.  Discussion included well location, expenses to remain eligible for the State Revolving Fund loan, need for further exploration of point of entry filtration systems, need to appoint members to the Water Commissioners Advisory Group and the need to look at alternatives to treat polluted wells.  On a motion by Putnam, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to place an article on the special town meeting warrant to ask the Town to fund a $12.8 million water system.

e) Recommend one method of payment – the Town Administrator recommended that the Board consider accepting 50% betterments, 50% taxes with the uniform unit method being applied to betterments.  Discussion included delaying the choice of a method of payment to the fall special town meeting and discussing options 1,2,3,5 and 6 at the June special town meeting.  On a motion duly made and seconded, the Board voted 3-1, with Donovan voting against, to recommend to the Town financing the water system using option 3 with 50% betterments and 50% taxes with betterments based on the ERU system.  The Town Administrator noted that the Board could include a lien option which would defer payment of the betterment until the property is sold.

f) Housing Authority article requests:

1) budget request – Steve Durkee, Housing Authority Chair, indicated that funds are needed to conduct the business of the Housing Authority including title work, surveys and deed writers.  On a motion by Putnam, seconded by Donovan, the Board voted unanimously to place an article on the special town meeting warrant as requested by the Housing Authority in the amount of $10,000.
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2) Pratt Land Swap – Tom Peters of the Coastal and Ponds Access Committee indicated the Committee’s opposition to this land swap noting that there is no additional benefit to the Town.  A motion by Hall not to place this land swap as an article on the June 26th special town meeting was not seconded.  On a motion by Putnam, seconded by Parlante, the Board voted 3-1, with Hall voting against, to place an article as recommended by the Housing Authority on the special town meeting warrant.

g) Planning Board’s request (zoning bylaw amendment re:  live nudity) – on a motion by Putnam, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to place an article on the special town meeting warrant.

h) Town Hall septic system pumping – there was consensus to close Town Hall at 2:00 p.m. when the system is pumped so as not to incur extra expenses for overtime.  On a motion by Putnam, seconded by Parlante, the Board voted unanimously to place an article on the special town meeting warrant for cleaning of the Town Hall septic system in the amount of $1,255.

i) Library roof repairs – it was noted that a cost estimate is needed.  On a motion by Hall, seconded by Parlante, the Board voted unanimously to reserve a space for an article for Library roof repairs.

j) Land purchase – the Town Administrator will provide more information to the Board next Monday.

k) Land Bank/Open Space article for wellhead protection – the Town Administrator suggested that this article be postponed until fall.  On a motion by Hall, seconded by Parlante, the Board voted unanimously to postpone this article until the fall special town meeting.

l) U.S.G.S. groundwater study – on a motion by Putnam, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to place an article on the special town meeting warrant for first year costs of the project in the amount of $25,000.

m) Next meeting with Camp Dresser & McKee – there was consensus to meet on Friday, May 19 at 4:00 p.m.

n) DPW lawn – Steve Durkee suggested that beach grass be planted at the new DPW facility.  On a motion by Donovan, seconded by Putnam, the Board voted unanimously to ask the Town Administrator to look into more environmentally friendly alternatives to any plantings at the DPW building and other places in Town.

o) Resignation of Shellfish Constable – it was suggested that the Assistant Shellfish Constable be asked if he is willing to serve as Acting Shellfish Constable until a new Shellfish Constable is selected.  The Town Administrator noted that the Assistant Shellfish Constable has indicated that he is willing to serve.

On a motion by Putnam, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn at 9:34 p.m.
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